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MODERN GERMAN LITER A TURE. 

Das Bild des Kaisers von W. Hauff. Edited, 
with an introduction, English notes, etc., 
by Karl Breul. Cambridge: University 
Press. 1889. 

A book which teachers of elementary 
German must heartily welcome ; for well 
edited texts are still scarce, despite the enor- 
mous increase in the demand of late years. 

Externally — to begin with what first strikes 
the eye — the text before us is all that could be 
desired ; a handy volume, with clear type and 
well indexed. And the editor's work, too, as 
seen in the introduction and notes, is to be 
highly commended. The nature of his task he 
sets forth clearly in his preface, which in most 
respects amply justifies his course. The notes 
contain but little direct translation ; and in this 
the editor has done wisely. Hauff's sen- 
tences are so regular in their structure and so 
free from puzzling idioms, and his ideas so 
straightforward and uninvolved, that the 
student will in most cases find adequate help 
from the dictionary. The notes on etymology, 
on the other hand, are suggestive and 
numerous. The historical changes in both 
form and meaning of words are clearly dis- 
cussed and illustrated from the English ; 
derivation processes are explained and 
synonymous words or phrases suggested ; all 
with much learning, but simply and without 
ostentation of phrase. The notes devote more 
than usual attention to matters of pronuncia- 
tion, and we should not quarrel with the 
editor's views upon the importance of correct 
pronunciation, as set forth in his preface. And 
yet we question the propriety of such discus- 
sions in a text-book, for in the matter of pro- 
nunciation, above all others, the pupil must 
look to the teacher for real guidance. The 
ordinary grammatical peculiarities, whether of 
construction or sentence-order, are passed by 
without much discussion in the notes. But 
even if the individual teacher feels this to be 
an omission, it is one which he can easily 
make good ; and in view of the multitude of 
grammars in use, it is only by such omission 
that the editor can run safely between Scylla 
and Charybdis ; either he adapts his book to 
the users of one grammar alone, or else he 



weights it down with a mass of references, by 
far the larger part of which the individual 
reader finds useless. 

Hauff's story deals constantly with history 
and the editor has done his best to make the 
period luminous to the student, both in his 
notes and in the introductory sketch of 
Napoleon's life. I am of the. opinion, how- 
ever, that he has failed to grasp the real diffi- 
culty, excellent as are his accounts of the 
events in Napoleon's career. The fact is, 
the story of Napoleon is readily accessible to 
every student, even if it be not so familiar to 
the boy of fifteen as the life of Caesar. But 
with the fall of Napoleon historical knowledge 
is apt to cease, and the period of reaction on 
the Continent from 1815 to 1830 is in most cases 
a sealed book. Had the editor referred to 
Seeley's life of Napoleon in the 'Britannica' 
as embodying the necessary facts, cut out his 
historical sketch and given in its place a brief 
and clear account of social and political con- 
ditions in Germany at the time of the story, 
the student would have been much better 
served. As it is, Hauff's story has too much 
the air of one of his Mdrchen, with its 
romantic unreality. The question as to the 
relative excellence of North and South Ger- 
many in manners and good breeding hardly 
seems a serious one to foreigners of a later 
day, and the plots and intrigues for which 
young Willy suffers have no meaning. Here 
the light of history would be helpful, but 
almost no student would find it unaided. 

The editing of the book has been most care- 
ful, and minor errors are conspicuously ab- 
sent. P. 45, 1. 5, the note on Fensterbriistung 
reads "leaning or elbow place of the 
window"; this surely cannot be given as the 
English rendering, and it does not correctly 
suggest the etymological meaning of the com- 
pound. In the excellent sketch of Hauff's 
life which forms the first part of the editor's 
introduction, it would have been exceedingly 
pertinent to cite the fact stated by Goedeke 
(' Grundriss ' iii, 596, 1st ed.) that Hauff's 
father too, being suspected as a radical, was 
arrested at night, carried off, and held a captive 
at the Asperg for nine months before being 
released. Alfred L. Ripley. 

Andover, Mass. 
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